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APPENDIX B

SHAHU'S TWO LETTERS TO THE PESHWA

To Balaji Praclhan Pandit.

It is hereby ordered that you should command the whole forces, I gave
ordeis to cveiy one else to do this but none was destined to hold the post. We
are ill and arc afraid that we shall not iccovci. The government of the empire
must be earned on Some one of ONI relatives must continue the dynasty But
bring no one fioni Kolhapur. We have told everything to Chitnis He will tell
yon our wishes Act accoitlingly He loyal and obedient to the descendants of
our house and maintain the couit sincl the nobles. The Chitms is onr faithful
servant. Tn consultation with him pieserve oin kingdom Oui descendants will
not interfere with your office. Be prudent and wise.

To Balaji Pandit Pradhan.

We hereby state that we hope and believe that you will ably conduct the
administration of this kingdom. The Chitnis, as I have already told you, is of
pzoven loyalty. Our blessings rest on you! Our successors will continue you in
office. Should our successor act otheiwiso, we hereby bind him with a solemn
oath and command him not to do so. Be obedient and loyal to him and proteot
our kingdom. Nothing more need be said. Be prudent and wise

Parasms papers*